
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Press Release 
Sony Introduces Sleek Walkman® with Superior Sound Quality 

The latest Walkman® video MP3 player NWZ-A840 series combines stunning design with 
superior picture quality from its OLED screen 

 

Hong Kong, January 25, 2010 – Offering audiophiles a superior sound experience in a sleek 
package, Sony Corporation of Hong Kong Limited today introduced the Walkman® NWZ-A840 
series. With a whisper-thin width of 7.2mm, the NWZ-A840 is the slimmest Walkman® MP3 
player to date, and boasts digital noise-cancelling audio functions as well as advanced Clear 
Audio Technologies.  
 
The rich audio experience is made possible with the inclusion of S-Master digital amplifier and 
digital noise cancelling function in Sony’s package of Clear Audio Technologies. The S-Master 
digital amplifier helps minimise audio distortion and reproduces a level of audio quality 
equivalent to an actual sound recording done in professional studio or a live concert. The ever 
popular noise cancelling function in the new Walkman® A840 series reduces up to 98.0% of 
ambient noise 1 , and together with the bundled digital noise-cancelling in-ear 13.5mm EX 
headphones, users can be immersed in their favourite audio tracks no matter they are indoors or 
outdoors.  
 
 
 
 
                                                      
1  Total noise suppression ratio at approximately 17dB using Sony’s internal measurement standard. This is 
equivalent to approx. 98% reduction of sound energy when compared with not wearing headphones. 
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Experience greater audio details with Digital Noise Cancelling settings 
In busy environments, such as buses, trains and airplanes, users can use the Noise Cancelling 
technology to help them block out ambient noises during music playback. The Walkman® 
NWZ-A840 features preset Digital Noise Cancelling modes, which enable consumers to select 
the most effective noise cancelling setting depending on their environment. Additionally, the 
MP3 player comes bundled with airplane plug and adaptor that allows frequent flyers to connect 
the Walkman® directly to the plane’s AV system to enjoy all the inflight video and music 
entertainment in the best possible audio quality. 
 
OLED screen for a clearer visual experience on an audio player 
Users can now enjoy up to 9 hours of video playback2 on its 7.1cm (2.8-inch) OLED (Organic 
Light-emitting Diode) panel that has a wide view angle and almost true-to-life colour 
reproduction. The 400 X 240 Wide QVGA OLED panel also results in a faster visual response 
time, which makes for better viewing of fast moving videos, especially sports and action packed 
clips. 
 
Feature packed for greater enjoyment 
Featuring up to 29 hours of audio playback time3, the NWZ-A840 series features a Battery Care 
function that helps users reduce battery deterioration. Built-in battery usually lasts for 
approximately 500 charges. The mode automatically stops recharging when the battery is 90% 
charged, which helps prolong the lifespan of the battery, ensuring greater value for money for 
consumers today.  
 
Additionally, the NWZ-A840 is packed with audio enhancements, such as the Digital Sound 
Enhancement Engine (DSEE), Clear Stereo and Clear Bass, which improve audio playback with 
natural, crisp sound reproduction. High frequency tones are typically lost when original CD-
quality audio tracks are compressed in MP3 format. The Digital Sound Enhancement Engine 
ensures these high frequency tones are reproduced. The popular Language Learning function is 
also included in this new player, which makes learning a new language while travelling easier. 
The function allows for repetition at various speeds without affecting audio tonality, so users can 
learn the proper enunciation of a foreign language. The NWZ-A840 can also be connected to any 
compatible LCD TV using the optional A/V output cable WMC-NWV10 to enjoy watching 
videos on a larger screen with friends and family4.  
 
Compatible with popular music and video file formats such as MP3, WMA, AAC-LC, Linear 
PCM, AVC (H.264), MPEG4 and WMV9, the Walkman® NWZ-A840 also lets users 
                                                      
2 Battery life is approximated at MPEG-4 384kbps. 
3 29 hours music playback time is approximated at MP3 128kbps, with Equalizer set to “None”; Clear Stereo and 
Dynamic Normalizer set to “Off”. 
4 Video and images are delivered on the LCD TV in crisp SD format at 720 x 480 resolutions at 30 frames per 
second, with the exclusion of selected DRM content. 
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conveniently drag and drop music and movies from a computer’s media folder to the player. The 
supplied Content Transfer Software makes transferring media files from iTunes 9.0 directly to 
the Walkman® effortless as well.  
 
The new NWZ-A840 comes in a stylish black chassis with an option of 16GB (NWZ-A845) and 
32GB (NWZ-A846) storage capacities and will be available from the beginning of February 
2010 at the suggested retail prices of HK$1,980 and HK$2,380 respectively. 
 
Order Now 
Pre-ordering for Sony’s Walkman® NWZ-A840 series runs from January 25 to February 3, 2010. 
Customers purchasing the NWZ-A840 series will receive a HK$200 cash coupon of adidas and a 
leather case (worth HK$220) for free. 
 

 Optional Accessories 
• Video output cable - WMC-NWV10 
• Silicon case - CKM-NWA840 
• Leather case - CKL-NWA840 
• Soft carrying case - CKS-NWU20 
• AC adaptor - AC-NWUM50 
• Armband – CKA-NWU50 

 
‘WALKMAN is a registered trademark of Sony Corporation. The names of actual companies and 
products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners. Windows is a 
trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and other countries. iTunes is a 
trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 

 
About Hong Kong Marketing Company 

Hong Kong Marketing Company (HKMC), a division of Sony Corporation of Hong Kong 
Limited, provides sales, marketing and after sales services for Sony’s consumer electronics 
products as well as broadcast and professional products in Hong Kong and Macau.  For more 
information on Sony’s products and services, please visit its web site on www.sony.com.hk. 

 
About make.believe 
"make.believe" (make dot believe) is a Group-wide brand message that unites Sony's 
communications initiatives across electronics, games, movies, music, mobile phones and 
network services. "make.believe" symbolizes the spirit of Sony - the power of creativity, the 
ability to turn ideas into reality and the belief that anything you can imagine, you can make real. 
 
 

### 
 



4 

 
Specifications sheet for Walkman® NWZ-A840 
 

Model Name NWZ-A845 NWZ-A846 
Capacity 16 GB 32 GB 
Memory Flash 
Use Music / Video / Photo / FM / Podcast 
Supported File Formats 
Music*1 

MP3 Media file format: MP3 (MPEG-1 Layer3)  
File extension: .mp3 
Bit rate: 32 to 320kbps (Supports variable bit rate (VBR)) 
Sampling frequency *2: 32, 44.1, 48kHz 

WMA Media file format: ASF  
File extension: .wma 
Bit rate: 32 to 192kbps (Supports variable bit rate (VBR)) 
Sampling frequency *2 : 44.1kHz 
- Compatible with WM-DRM 10 

AAC-LC*3 Media file format: MP4  
File extension: .mp4, .m4a, .3gp 
Bit rate: 16 to 320kbps (Supports variable bit rate (VBR))*4 
Sampling frequency *2: 8,11.025, 12, 16, 22.05, 24, 32, 44.1, 
48kHz 

Audio Formats 
(Codec) 

Linear PCM Media file format: Wave-Riff  
File extension: .wav 
Bit rate: 1411kbps 
Sampling frequency *2: 44.1kHz 

Video*1 
Frame Rate 
Resolution  

Max 30 fps  
Max 720 x 480 *5 

AVC(H.264/AVC) Media file format: MP4, "Memory Stick" video format 
File extension: .mp4, .m4v 
Profile : Baseline Profile 
Level : 1.2, 1.3, 2, 2.1, 2.2, 3 
Bit rate : Max  10 Mbps  

MPEG-4 Media File format: MP4, "Memory Stick" video format 
File extension: .mp4, .m4v 
Profile : Simple Profile 
Bit rate : Max 6 Mbps 

Video Formats 
(Codec) 

Windows Media 
Video 9 *6 

Media File format: ASF file format 
File extension: .wmv 
Profile: VC1 simple profile, main profile 
Bit rate : Max 6 Mbps 

AAC-LC 
(for AVC, MPEG-4) 

Channel number : Max 2 channels 
Sampling frequency *2 : 24, 32, 44.1, 48 kHz 
Bit rate : Max 288kbps / channel 

Audio Formats 
(Codec) 

WMA 
(for Windows Media 
Video 9) 

Bit rate : 32  to 192kbps (Supports variable bit rate (VBR)) 
Sampling frequency *2 : 44.1kHz 
-Compatible with WM-DRM 10 

File size Max. 2GB 
Number of files Max. 2,000 
Photos*7 
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Photo Format 
(Codec) 

JPEG Media File format: Compatible with DCF 2.0/Exif 2.21 
File extension: .jpg 
Profile: Baseline Profile 
Number of pixels: Max. 4,096 x 4,096 pixels (16,000,000 
pixels) 

Number of photos Max. 20,000 
 number time[H:M] number time[H:M] Maximum 

recordable number 
of songs and time 
(Approx.) 

48kbps 
64kbps 
128kbps 
256kbps 
320kbps 

10,000 
7,450 
3,700 
1,850 
1,500 

666:40 
496:40 
246:40 
123:20 
100:00 

20,000 
15,000 
7,500 
3,750 
3,000 

1333:20 
1000:00 
500:00 
250:00 
200:00 

Video Format 
Music Format 

384kbps:59:40 
128kbps:59:40 

384kbps:120:20 
128kbps:120:20 

Maximum 
recordable time of 
videos (Approx.) 

Video Format 
Music Format 

768kbps:34:00 
128kbps:34:00 

768kbps: 68:40 
128kbps: 68:40 

Maximum 
recordable number 
of photos that can 
be transferred 
(Approx.) 

Max. 20,000 
Recordable number of photos may be less depending on file sizes. 

Features 
Display 7.1cm (2.8-inch), OLED (Organic Light Emitting Diode) color 

display, WQVGA(400 × 240 pixels), 262,144 colors 
16GB 32GB Capacity 

(User  available capacity)*8 Approx. 14.1GB                     
= 15,224,668,160bytes 

Approx. 28.5GB 
=30,699,978,752bytes 

Audio Digital amplifier S-Master 
Digital Noise Canceling  Digital Noise Canceling function 

Environment setting : Bus/Train / Airplane / Office 
Noise Canceling Modes : Normal Mode / Quiet Mode / 
External Input Mode 

Total Noise Suppression Ratio Approx. 17 dB *9 
Equivalent to approx. 98.0% reduction of energy of sound 
compared with not wearing headphones.  
(NC Environment: Airplane) 

FM Frequency range 87.5 to 108.0 MHz 

IF(FM) 128kHz 

FM Tuner 

Antenna Headphone cord antenna 
Power Source Built-in Rechargeable lithium-ion Battery 

USB power (from a computer via the supplied USB cable) 
Charging Time USB-based charging 

Approx. 3 hours (full charge),  
Approx. 1.5 hours (approx. 80%) 

Interface Headphone: Stereo mini-jack 
WM-PORT (multiple connecting terminal): 22 pins 
Hi-Speed USB (USB 2.0 compliant) 

Frequency response  20 to 20,000 Hz                                                                   
(when playing data file, single signal measurement) 



6 

Dimensions(W x H x D) 
  

46.8 × 104.9 × 7.2 mm 
(1 7/8 × 4 1/4 × 5/16 inches) (projecting parts not included) 

Dimensions(W x H x D)  47.4 × 104.9 × 7.7 mm 
(1 7/8 × 4 1/4 × 5/16 inches) 

Mass  Approx. 62g  (Approx. 2.2 oz) 

Operating temperature  5 'C to 35 'C  (41 'F to 95 'F) 
Music MP3 128kbps approx.29Hrs 

WMA 128kbps approx.29Hrs 
AAC-LC 128kbps approx.29Hrs 
Linear PCM 1411kbps approx. 31Hrs 

Video MPEG-4 384kbps approx.9Hrs 
AVC Baseline 384kbps approx.8Hrs 
WMV 384kbps approx.8Hrs 

Battery 
life(continuous 
playback) 

FM  approx.14Hrs 
Supplied items Software (The software is stored in the built-in flash memory 

of the player, and includes the following items: “Content 
Transfer “, “WALKMAN Guide”, “Operation Guide, etc.) 
For details on how to install, refer to “Quick Start Guide”. 
Headphones ,USB cable , Earbuds (Size S, L), Attachment,  
Audio input cable , Plug adaptor for in-flight use (single/dual) ,
Quick Start Guide  

System Requirements  ・Computer: 
IBM PC/AT or compatible computer preinstalled with the 
following Windows operating systems*10: 
  - Windows® XP Home Edition (Service Pack 2 or later) 
  - Windows®XP Professional (Service Pack 2 or later) 
  - Windows® Vista Home Basic (Service Pack 1 or later) 
  - Windows®Vista Home Premium (Service Pack 1 or later) 
  - Windows®Vista Business (Service Pack 1 or later) 
  - Windows®Vista Ultimate (Service Pack 1 or later) 
  - Windows®7 Home Basic 
  - Windows®7 Home Premium 
  - Windows®7 Professional 
  - Windows®7 Ultimate 
 
Supported 64 bit version OS for Windows® Vista and 
Windows® 7. Not supported by OSs other than above 
 
・CPU: Pentium® III 450MHz or higher for Windows® XP, 
Pentium®III 800MHz or higher for Windows Vista®, 
Pentium®III 1GHz or higher for Windows® 7 
・RAM: 256MB or more for Windows® XP, 512MB or more 
for Windows Vista®, 1GB or more for Windows® 7 32-bit 
version, 2GB or more for Windows® 7 64-bit version 
・Hard Disk Drive: 400MB or more of available space 
・Display: 
- Screen Resolution:800 x 600 pixels (or higher)(recommended 
1,024 x 768 or higher) 
-Colors:8 bit or higher (16 bit recommended) 
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・CD-ROM drive (supporting Digital Music CD playback 
capabilities using WDM) 
・Sound board 
・USB connector ( Hi-Speed USB is recommended) 
・Internet Explorer 7 or later and Windows Media Player 11 or 
later are required.  
・Broadband Internet connection is required to use Electronic 
Music Distribution (EMD) or to visit the web site. 
 
We do not guarantee operation for all computers even if they 
meet the above System Requirements. 
Not supported by the following environments: 
-Personally constructed computers or operating systems 
-An environment that is an upgrade of the original 
manufacturer-installed operating system 
-Multi-boot environment 
-Multi-monitor environment 
-Macintosh 

 
*1 The maximum recordable number of podcasts is 10,000.         
*2 Sampling frequency may not correspond to all encoders.         
*3 Copyright protected AAC-LC files cannot be played back.         
*4 Non-standard bit rates or non-guaranteed bit rates are included depending on the sampling frequency. 
*5 These numbers indicate the maximum resolution of playable video, and do not indicate the player’s display   
      resolution. The display resolution is 400 x 240 . 
*6 Some WMV files can be played back only by transferring using Windows Media Player 11.      
*7 Some photo files cannot be played back, depending on their file formats 
*8 Available storage capacity of the player may vary. A portion of the memory is used for data management    
      functions.                                            
 *9 Sony’s internal measurement standard. 
*10 Excluding OS Versions not supported by Microsoft®. 

 

 
 


