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Press Release 

Sony Launches  DSLR Cameras With Full HD Video Recording  
The new 580 and 560 incorporate a newly developed Exmor™ APS HD CMOS sensor  

for sharp, vivid photos and movies   

 

 
                                                                                                                  580 

 

Hong Kong, Aug 31, 2010 – Sony Corporation of Hong Kong Limited presents its latest 

additions to the   DSLR camera range, the 580 and 560.  Customers with an eye for detail 

can now enjoy high resolution images as well as Full HD video recording all in one gadget with 

the 16.2-megapixel 580 and 14.2-megapixel 560.  Both cameras incorporate the new 

ISO12800 noise reduction technology, high-speed continuous shooting at up to 7 fps, and an 

improved autofocus (AF) system to ensure that even the most fleeting photo opportunities are 

captured. 
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Capture Crisp, High-Resolution Images 

With the new Exmor APS HD CMOS sensor, the new 580 is also capable of an impressive 

16.2 megapixel resolution, while the 560 achieves a 14.2-megapixel resolution. The 16.2-

megapixel sensor used in the 580 is particularly notable for its performance. In addition, the 

580 and 560 feature a wide sensitivity range from ISO100 to ISO12800, providing an 

expanded range of low-light shooting freedom.  

 

The 580 and 560 feature the Speed Priority Continuous Advance mode that enables 

continuous shooting at up to 7 fps, regardless of whether the optical viewfinder or Quick AF 

Live View is used to frame the subject
1
. As a result, users will find it much simpler to capture 

fast moving objects, such as runners at sports events or the fleeting expression on a subject’s 

face.
2
 

 

SteadyShot
TM 

INSIDE image stabilization system has been incorporated in the 580 and 560, 

automatically countering unwanted camera shakes. Simplifying camera operation for entry-level 

photographers, image stabilization is switched on by default, making it easier to capture photos 

without using a tripod or flash. To bring about greater ease, the SteadyShot
TM

 INSIDE system 

has been designed to work with any  lens, so  users will be able to enjoy capturing sharp, 

crisp photos anywhere, anytime. 

 

Fuss-free Full HD movie recording 

Full HD movie shooting in AVCHD or MP4 formats is now possible with the new 580 and 

560 thanks to Sony’s newly-developed Exmor™ APS HD CMOS sensor. The sensor has a 

large surface area which enables it to capture the background defocusing effect, adding a 

dramatic sense of depth to images when shooting with a variety of high-quality A-mount 

interchangeable lenses. In addition, the sensor’s large size enables high-sensitivity movie 

shooting in low light, perfect for filming videos any time of the day. 

 

Improved AF System & Quick AF Live View 

The newly-developed 15-point AF system is a high-speed, high-precision AF system that 

remains operation when using either the viewfinder or LCD screen for live view subject framing. 

AF speed has also been increased by 10%, so photographers can enjoy fast and accurate AF 

operation regardless of the framing method of choice. As with its predecessors, the 580 and 

560 offer a choice of Single-shot, Continuous and Automatic AF modes, as well as Wide, Spot 

and Local AF modes, which lets them choose any of the 15 focus points as the point of focus. 

 

                                                           
1
 Continuous shooting speed varies according to shooting conditions and memory card used 

2
 In Speed Priority continuous shooting mode, AF and AE are fixed at the first frame 
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Using Sony’s face detection technology and fast, phase-detection AF, Quick AF Live View 

automatically detects up to eight faces within the frame, selecting and focusing on primary 

targets within the camera’s 15 focus zones
3
. Phase-detection AF also provides the speed and 

accuracy needed to continuously track and focus on the faces of active subjects such as pets and 

children. The Face Detection
4
 feature optimizes settings such as exposure, white balance and the 

D-Range Optimizer, assuring natural and radiant skin tone.  

 

Wide variable-angle LCD monitor 

 

In addition, the new Focus Check Live View function enables live view freedom in virtually any 

shooting situation. When users frame their subject using either the Quick AF Live View or the 

optical viewfinder, a dedicated button on top of the camera lets them instantly activate Focus 

Check Live View, and use the LCD screen to view the image directly from the image sensor. 

Both  cameras also sport a high resolution 921,000-dot, 3-inch Xtra Fine LCD monitor that can 

be tilted up or down by 90 degrees, making it easier for photographers to shoot even at awkward 

angles.  

 

Advanced Image Compositing Technologies 

With the 580 and 560, capturing the city skyline at night is a simple click away. The cameras 

feature multi-frame noise reduction (multi-frame NR), a new function which enables the camera 

to capture 6 frames and align them with extremely high precision and speed into a single JPEG 

image with pronounced reduction in noise. The cameras also offer 3D Sweep Panorama mode, 

allowing panoramic images to be displayed with excellent dept and spatial effects when the 

camera is connected to a compatible 3D LCD TV with a HDMI cable.  

 

                                                           
3
 15-point AF when using Live View; 11-point AF when using the optical viewfinder 

4
 Face detection is not available when using the optical viewfinder or the Manual Focus Check function 
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The Creative Style effects that have proved popular on other  series cameras are also offered 

on the 580 and 560, and can be applied to movies as well as still photos. Effects include 

Standard, Vivid, B/W, Sunset, Portrait, and Landscape, optimizing settings such as white balance, 

saturation, and sharpness to suit the corresponding scene.  

 

The new 580 and 560 will be available from October 2010 and early 2011.  

 

Model Name Description Price 

DSLR-A560/E35 A560 Body          HK$4,990  

DSLR-A560L/E35 A560 Single Lens Kit (with SAL1855 lens)          HK$5,690  

DSLR-A560Y/E35  
A560 Double Lens Kit (with SAL1855 & 

SAL55200 lenses) 
         HK$6,990  

DSLR-A580/E35 A580 Body          HK$5,690  

DSLR-A580L/E35 A580 Single Lens Kit (with SAL1855 lens)          HK$6,390  

 

For customer enquiries please contact Sony sales and services hotline at (852)2345-2966. 

 

About Hong Kong Marketing Company 

Hong Kong Marketing Company (HKMC), a division of Sony Corporation of Hong Kong 

Limited, provides sales, marketing and after sales services for Sony’s consumer electronics 

products as well as broadcast and professional products in Hong Kong and Macau. For more 

information on Sony’s products and services, please visit its web site on www.sony.com.hk. 

 

About make.believe 

“make.believe” (make dot believe) is a Group-wide brand message that unites Sony’s 

communications initiatives across electronics, games, movies, music, mobile phones and 

network services. “make.believe” symbolizes the spirit of Sony – the power of creativity, the 

ability to turn ideas into reality and the belief that anything you can imagine, you can make real.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sony.com.hk/


5 

 

Specification Sheet for 580 and 560 

 

Model Name   580  560 

Recording System 

Type Digital SLR camera with built-in flash 

and inter-changeable lenses 

Lens Compatibility Sony A-mount lenses. Operation also confirmed with Minolta and 

Konica Minolta AF lenses. 

Image Sensor 

Type Exmor APS HD CMOS sensor with RGB primary color filters 

Size APS-C type （23.5x15.6mm), 

Exmor APS HD CMOS sensor 

with RGB primary color filters 

APS-C type (23.4 x15.6 mm), 

Exmor APS HD CMOS sensor 

with RGB primary color filters 

Effective no. of pixels Approx.16.2 megapixels Approx.14.2 megapixels 

Total no. of pixels Approx.16.7 megapixels Approx.14.6 megapixels 

Anti-Dust Function Charge protection coating on Low-Pass Filter and Image Sensor-

Shift mechanism 

Recording system (still image) 

Recording format JPEG (DCF v.2.0, Exif v.2.3, MPF Baseline) compliant, DPOF 

compatible, RAW (Sony ARW 2.2 format), RAW ＋ JPEG 

Image size (pixels) Aspect Ratio：3:2 

L：4912 x 3264 (16M) 

M：3568 x 2368 (8.4M) 

S：2448 x 1624 (4M) 

 

Aspect Ratio：16:9 

L：4912 x 2760 (14M) 

M：3568 x 2000 (7.1M) 

S：2448 x 1376 (3.4M) 

Aspect Ratio: 3: 2 

L：4592 x 3056 (14M) 

M：3344 x 2224 (7.4M) 

S：2288 x 1520 (3.5M) 

 

Aspect Ratio：16:9 

L：4592 x 2576 (12M) 

M：3344 x 1872 (6.3M) 

S：2288 x 1280 (2.9M) 

Sweep Panorama 

Wide：Horizontal 

12416 x 1856 (23M), 

Vertical 2160 x 5536 (12M) 

Standard：Horizontal 8192 x 1856 (15M), 

Vertical2160 x 3872 (8.4M) 

 

3D Sweep Panorama 

Wide：7152 x 1080 (7.7 M) 

Standard：4912 x 1080 (5.3 M) 

16:9：1920 x 1080 (2.1 M) 

Image quality modes RAW, RAW + JPEG, JPEG Fine, JPEG Standard 

Other features Creative Style: Standard, Vivid, Portrait, Landscape, Sunset, B/W 
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(contrast, saturation, sharpness adjustable in +/-3 steps) 

Dynamic Range functions: Off, D-Range Optimizer (Auto, Lv 1− 

5), Auto HDR (Auto Exposure Diff., Adjustable Exposure Diff.: 

up to 6 EV between 1 − 6 EV in 1 EV steps) 

Color space sRGB, Adobe RGB 

Recording system (movie) 

Recording format AVCHD/MP4 

 1080 50i compatibility (PAL) 

AVCHD: 1920 x 1080 (50i recording, 25 fps image sensor output/ 

Average bit rate 17 Mbps) 

MP4: 1440 x1080 (25 fps / Average bit rate 12 Mbps), 640 x 480 

(25 fps / Average bit rate 3 Mbps) 

Media 

Media Memory Stick PRO 
TM

 Duo / Memory Stick PRO-HG
 TM

 Duo / 

SD memory card / SDHC memory card / SDXC memory card 

Noise reduction 

Noise reduction Long exposure NR: On/Off selectable,  

available at shutter speeds longer than 1 sec. 

High ISO NR: Auto / Weak selectable,  

available at ISO 1600, or higher 

White balance 

White balance modes Auto, Daylight, Shade, Cloudy, Incandescent, Fluorescent, Flash, 

C. temp. / Filter (2500 – 9900K with 19-step  

Magenta/Green compensation) 

Focus system 

Type TTL phase detection system  

(Contrast AF method selectable in Focus Check Live View mode) 

Sensor CCD line sensors  

(Image sensor for shooting in Focus Check Live View mode) 

Focus Point 15 points (3 points cross type), 11 points in viewfinder mode 

Sensitivity Range 1 EV to +18 EV (at ISO 100 equivalent) 

Focus modes AF/MF selectable. 

AF modes: Single-shot AF, Automatic AF, Continuous AF 

Focus area Wide, Spot, Local (15 local areas selectable in live view mode, 11 

local areas when using viewfinder) 

Other features Predictive control, Focus lock, AF illuminator  

(built-in flash, Range: approx. 1 − 5m) 

Exposure Control 

Metering 

*in 

viewfinder 

mode 

Type TTL metering 

Sensor 40-segment honeycomb-pattern SPC 

Sensitivity 

Range 

EV2 − 20 (EV4 − 20 in spot metering mode)  

(at ISO 100 equivalent with F1.4 lens) 

Modes Multi-segment, Center-weighted, Spot 

Exposure Modes AUTO, Programmed AE (P), Aperture priority (A), Shutter-speed 

priority (S), Manual (M), Sweep Panorama（2D/3D), 
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Scene 

Selection 

Portrait, Landscape, Macro, Sports action, Sunset, Night portrait, 

Night view, Hand-held Twilight 

Exposure 

Compen –  

sation 

±2EV (in 0.3EV steps) 

Bracketing 3 continuous exposures, in 0.3/0.7EV steps 

AE Lock Available with AE lock button. AE is also locked at focus lock in 

multi-segment metering mode. 

ISO sensitivity AUTO (ISO 100 − 1600), ISO 

100 − 12800 selectable (in 1 

EV steps, Recommended 

Exposure Index), Multi Frame 

NR (extendable up to ISO 

25600) 

AUTO (ISO 200 − 1600), ISO 

100 − 12800 selectable (in 1 

EV steps, Recommended 

Exposure Index), Multi Frame 

NR (extendable up to ISO 

25600) 

Viewfinder 

Type Fixed eye-level, penta-Dach-mirror 

Coverage Approx.95% 

Magnification 0.80x (with 50mm lens at infinity, -1m
-1 )

 

Eye Relief Approx. 19mm from the eyepiece lens,  

15mm from the eyepiece frame 

Diopter Adjustment -2.5 -  +1.0 m
-1

 

Screen Spherical Acute Matte 

LCD Monitor 

Type 7.5 cm (3.0type) TFT Xtra Fine LCD 

Total no. of dots 921,600 dots 

Brightness adjustment Auto / Manual (5 steps between -2 and +2) 

Angle Adjustment Up/Down by approx. 90 degrees (from the camera back) 

Display Histogram display, real-time image adjustment display (reflects 

exposure compensation, white balance, Sunset / B&W of Creative 

Style), Digital Level Gauge, grid line,  

magnified display for playback 

Quick Live View 

Type Live view images from the dedicated image sensor  

(pentamirror tilt system) 

Image Sensor Dedicated to live view 

Metering 1200-zone evaluative metering with dedicated sensor for live 

view 

Sensitivity Range EV 1 − 17 (in all metering modes,  

at ISO100 equivalent with F1.4 lens) 

Coverage Approx. 90% 

Display Histogram display, real-time image adjustment display (reflects 

exposure compensation, white balance, Sunset /  

B&W of Creative Style) 

Focus Check Live View 

Type Live view from CMOS  sensor “Exmor” 
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Image Sensor CMOS Sensor “Exmor” 

Focus TTL phase detection system / Contrast AF selectable 

Metering 1,200-zone evaluating metering 

Sensitivity Range EV -2 − 17 (in all metering 

modes, at ISO100 equivalent 

with F1.4 lens) 

EV -2 − 16 (in all metering 

modes, at ISO 100 equivalent 

with F1.4 lens) 

Coverage 100% 

Display Real-time image adjustment display (reflects exposure 

compensation, white balance, Sunset / B&W of Creative Style )* 

* Available only during AE lock 

Other features Enlarged display 7.5x / 15x, 

grid line display (on/off 

selectable), Digital Level 

Gauge display 

Enlarged display 7x / 14x, grid 

line display (on/off selectable), 

Digital Level Gauge display 

Other Features 

Other Features Face detection (up to 8 faces automatically detectable)*, Smile 

shutter (selectable from 3 steps)*, Help Guide * Available with 

Quick AF Live View and Focus Check Live View 

Shutter 

Type Electronically-controlled, vertical-traverse, focal-plane type 

Shutter speeds 1/4000 to 30 sec.，Bulb 

Flash sync. speed 1/160 sec. 

Drive Modes 

Drive modes Single-shot, Continuous shooting (Hi / Lo selectable), Self-timer 

(10 / 2 sec. delay selectable with mirror-up function),  

Remote commander* 

* With separately sold remote commander RMT-DSLR1 

Continuous shooting In Continuous mode: max. 5 fps with viewfinder, max. 3 fps in 

live view mode 

In Speed-priority Continuous mode: max. 7 fps 

* Varies according to shooting conditions and memory card used. 

No. of frame 

recordable* (approx.) 

Fine: 44,  

Standard: 45, 

 RAW: 22,  

RAW & JPEG: 20 

* Varies according to shooting 

conditions and memory card 

used. 

Fine: 27,  

Standard: 47, 

 RAW: 7,  

RAW & JPEG: 7 

* Varies according to shooting 

conditions and memory card 

used. 

Playback 

Playback Single (with or without 

shooting information, RGB 

histogram with highlight / 

shadow warning), 

6/12-frame index view, 

Enlarged display mode (L: 

Single (with or without 

shooting information, RGB 

histogram with highlight / 

shadow warning), 

6/12-frame index view, 

Enlarged display mode (L: 
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11.8x, M: 8.8x, S: 6x),  

Image orientation 

(on/off selectable), Slideshow, 

Panorama scrolling, Auto 

Review (10 / 5 / 2 sec., or Off 

selectable), Folder selectable 

(still image / movie), slow-

forward (movie), fast-forward / 

fast rewind (movie) 

11.8x, M: 8x, S: 5.5x),  

Image orientation 

(on/off selectable), Slideshow, 

Panorama scrolling, Auto 

Review (10 / 5 / 2 sec., or Off 

selectable), Folder selectable 

(still image / movie), slow-

forward (movie), fast-forward / 

fast rewind (movie) 

Interface 

PC interface USB2.0 compliant Hi-speed (Mass storage, PTP) 

HD output HDMI mini connector (Type-C), BRAVIA Sync (link menu), 

PhotoTV HD 

Compatible OS 

USB connection Windows XP®* SP3, Windows Vista®** SP2, Windows 7® 

* 64-bit and Starter® Editions not supported ** 

Starter® Edition not supported. 

Mac OS X (v.10.3 − v.10.6) 

Audio 

Microphone Built-in stereo microphone or External stereo microphone ECM-

ALST1 / ECM-CG50  

(sold separately) 

Speaker Built-in, monaural, volume settings in 8 steps between 0 and 7 

Flash 

Type Built-in, auto pop-up 

Guide No. 12 ( in meters at ISO 100) 

Flash coverage 18mm (focal-length printed on the lens body) 

Control ADI, Pre-flash  TTL 

Flash compensation ± 2.0 EV in 0.3 EV steps 

Flash Bracketing 3 exposures in 0.3/0.7 EV steps 

Flash modes Flash off, Autoflash, Fill-flash, Slow sync, Rear sync, Red-eye 

reduction (on/off selectable in Autoflash and Fill-flash modes), 

Wireless*, Hi-speed sync*. 

* With external Flash HVL-F58AM, HVL-F56AM, HVL-

F42AM, HVL-F36AM 

Recycling time Approx.  4 sec. 

Print 

Compatible standards Exif Print、Print Image Matching III, DPOF setting 

Power 

Battery One rechargeable battery pack NP-FM500H 

Battery Performance Approx. 560 images in live view mode (CIPA standard), approx. 

1,050 images when using viewfinder 

Charger/ External 

power 

Battery Charger BC-VM10 (supplied),  

AC Adaptor AC-PW10AM (sold separately) 

Others 
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Weight Approx. 679g / 1lb 7.9oz (with battery and Memory Stock PRO) 

Approx. 599g / 1lb 5.1oz (Body only) 

Dimensions (WHD) Approx. 137 x 104 x 84 mm / 5-1/2 x 4-1/8 × 3-3/8  in.  

(W x H x D) 

Operating temperature 0 – 40 degrees C /  32 – 104 degrees F 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


