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Press Release 

 

DSLR Redefined:  

Powered by the World’s First Translucent Mirror Technology  

Sony introduces new   digital cameras SLT-A55V and SLT-A33 that deliver Continuous Phase 

Detect Autofocus during high-speed continuous shooting of up to 10 frames per second,  

and Quick AF Full HD movie recording 

 

 

                                                                                    SLT-A55V and SLT-A33 

 

Hong Kong, August 31, 2010 – Sony Corporation of Hong Kong Limited today announced two 

new  digital cameras, the SLT-A55V and SLT-A33, which adopt Sony’s newly-developed 

Translucent Mirror Technology to achieve the highest-level performance for both still image and 

movie recording.  

 

Revolutionary Translucent Mirror Technology  

The SLT-A55V and SLT-A33 are the world’s first interchangeable lens digital cameras to 

incorporate Translucent Mirror Technology, which enables new features that were previously 
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difficult to achieve with traditional DSLR cameras. By replacing the mirror box used in 

conventional DSLR cameras with an original mirror box containing a fixed translucent mirror, 

both cameras offer full-time, TTL phase-detection autofocusing during live view and movie 

shooting, as well as high speed continuous shooting with continuous autofocus (AF) – features 

previously available only on professional-grade cameras.  By integrating a fixed translucent 

mirror, this also results in a more compact body design for maximum portability. 

 

In addition, Translucent Mirror Technology enables the world’s first Full HD movie recording 

with continuous phase detect AF, so that even subjects moving at high speeds are constantly kept 

in focus. Quick AF Live View has also been significantly improved with fast, precise AF in both 

the viewfinder and LCD screen. 

 

World's fastest continuous shooting with continuous AF 

 
 

World’s fastest continuous shooting at up to 10 frames per second on the SLT-A55V  

 

Replacing the movable mirror used in conventional DSLR cameras, Sony’s exclusive Translucent 

Mirror Technology uses a fixed translucent mirror that does not need to be raised and lowered 

each time the shutter is released. The mirror also enables light passing through the lens to be 

simultaneously received by the image sensor and the auto focus sensor, allowing continuous 

shooting and continuous focusing at speeds never before possible. This results in highly 

responsive camera performance, with world’s fastest continuous shooting at up to 10 frames per 
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second with continuous AF on the SLT-A55V
1
, and up to 7 frames per second on the SLT-A33.  

Both cameras incorporate a newly-developed 15-point TTL phase-detection AF system that 

includes 3 cross sensors vertically aligned in the centre of the frame. The fast and highly precise 

AF system remains in operation not only when using the viewfinder, but also when the LCD 

screen is used in live view mode. This allows photographers to enjoy fast and accurate AF 

operation when either subject framing method is used. 

 

World’s first Quick AF Full HD movie shooting 

Translucent Mirror Technology also makes the SLT-A55V and SLT-A33 the world’s first 

cameras to maintain continuous phase detect AF when recording Full HD AVCHD movies (1920 

x 1080/50i)
2
. With fast and precise phase detection AF continually tracking subject movement, 

subjects that move quickly towards or away from the camera are easily kept in focus, even when 

there is a shallow depth of field. 

 

World's first high-speed, high-precision TTL phase-detection AF during movie shooting 

Users can benefit from fast and precise auto-focusing during movie recording through the 

cameras’ 15-point phase-detection AF system, yet another first 

for interchangeable lens cameras
3
. The newly developed system 

incorporates three cross sensors, vertically aligned in the center 

of the frame so users can enjoy fast and accurate AF operation 

whether in still image or video mode. Without the need for 

advanced “focus pulling” techniques, users can even switch the 

focus point from one part of the scene to another while 

shooting, when AF area is set to local. 

 

As one of the first  cameras equipped to capture Full HD 

quality movies, the new SLT-A55V and SLT-A33 are designed 

with Sony’s latest Exmor
TM

 APS HD CMOS sensor, offering users high quality imaging of up to 

16.2 megapixels and dramatic depth of field. The sensor also has the large surface area required to 

capture the background defocusing effect, adding a more impressive depth of field to images and 

enabling crisp, clear movie shooting even in low light conditions. The cameras are compatible 

with a variety of A-mount interchangeable lenses so users can exercise their cinematic creativity.  

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Among interchangeable-lens digital cameras with APS-C type sensors as of 24 August 2010. 

2
 Among consumer-oriented interchangeable-lens digital cameras as of 24 August 2010, according to Sony internal 

research. 
3
 The technology is a world’s first among consumer-oriented interchangeable lens cameras as of 24 August 2010, 

according to Sony internal research. 

Sony’s exclusive Translucent Mirror Technology 
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Significantly improved Quick AF Live View 

Sony’s revolutionary Translucent Mirror Technology extends shooting flexibility with fast and 

precise AF in both the viewfinder and LCD screen. A world’s first, the Quick AF Live View 

displays high-resolution images directly from the image sensor itself, instead of a dedicated live 

view sensor, resulting in fast and highly precise AF. This allows photographers the freedom to 

choose between using the viewfinder or LCD monitor with no compromise in performance either 

way. In addition, the cameras feature a newly developed TruFinder, an LCD display that boasts 

100% frame coverage and an effective resolution of 1.15 million dots (1.44 million total dots). 

The 3-inch, 921,000-dot Xtra Fine screen also has a built-in intelligent brightness control that 

assures a clear, natural view by automatically adjusting luminance and saturation on-screen in 

response to ambient lighting conditions. Apart from Live View, the cameras also offer 

photographers a wide, 32.2
o 
(16:9) viewing angle which is comparable to that of the 900.  

 

Sony-exclusive features  

The cameras sport Multi-frame NR, a noise reduction feature which automatically captures six 

frames and combines them into a single JPEG image, effectively reducing image noise by 

approximately two ISO steps. Similarly, Handheld Night Shot mode is available on the new 

cameras to automatically suppress blurring and noise. 

 

The SLT-A55V and SLT-A33 are also equipped with a new AUTO+ mode that makes it easy for 

novice photographers to leverage the advanced features of both cameras. In the AUTO+ mode, 

the cameras analyze the scene and shooting conditions, and in addition to activating optimum 

settings for aperture and shutter speed, it automatically activates advanced imaging features such 

as burst shooting for fast-moving subjects and Auto HDR for backlit subjects. 

 

Apart from Translucent Mirror Technology, the cameras are feature-packed with 3D Sweep 

Panorama mode and high ISO sensitivity to handle low-light conditions, even by candlelight.  

Both cameras are also equipped with high ISO sensitivity of up to 12800 and an AUTO ISO range 

of ISO100 – ISO1600 that makes it possible to capture quality hand-held shots.  

 

For users who enjoy geotagging, the SLT-A55V is the first  camera with a built-in GPS that can 

tag images with the geographical coordinates of the location where they were taken, recorded as 

EXIF data. When viewed on a computer using the bundled Picture Motion Browser software or 

on a compatible BRAVIA TV equipped with the Photo Map function, the geotagged images are 

beautifully displayed on a world map. 

 

For greater convenience, both cameras support Memory Stick and SD cards. With the Memory 

Stick PRO-HG Duo™, movies and photos can be transferred up to 4 times faster than when using 

the Memory Stick PRO Duo Mark2™. 

 



5 

 

The new SLT-A33V and SLT-A55V will be available from September and October 2010 

respectively. 

 

Other Features: 

 A dedicated MOVIE button that enables photographers to start and stop video recording 

with a simple press of the button. In AF mode, both cameras continuously focus on the 

subject within the frame, with brightness automatically adjusted if ambient light 

conditions change. If desired, exposure compensation can also be manually adjusted 

during shooting. 

 When focusing manually, aperture can be set by the photographer for more creative 

control when shooting videos
4
.  

 Creative Style effects can now be used when capturing either movies or images. Settings 

include Standard, Vivid, Black/White, Sunset, Portrait and Landscape, with each setting 

tuned to automatically optimize white balance, saturation and sharpness depending on the 

scene. Fine adjustments on contrast, saturation and sharpness can then be made manually 

if desired.  

 

Order Now 

Preordering of the SLT-A55V will start from September 16 to October 5, 2010 and customers 

will receive an accessory kit ACC-AMFW (worth HK$590) free of charge. 

 

Model Name Description Price 

SLT-A33/E35 A33 Body HK$5,090 

SLT-A33L/E35 A33 Single Lens Kit (with SAL1855 lens) HK$5,790 

SLT-A33Y/E35 
A33 Double Lens Kit  

(with SAL1855 & SAL55200 lenses) 
HK$7,090 

SLT-A55V/E35  A55 Body HK$ 6,090 

SLT-A55VL/E35 A55 Single Lens Kit (with SAL1855 lens) HK$6,790 

SLT-A55VY/E35 
A55 Double Lens Kit  

(with SAL1855 & SAL55200 lenses) 
HK$8,090 

 

For customer enquiries please contact Sony sales and services hotline at (852)2345-2966. 

 

About Hong Kong Marketing Company 

Hong Kong Marketing Company (HKMC), a division of Sony Corporation of Hong Kong Limited, 

provides sales, marketing and after sales services for Sony’s consumer electronics products as well as 

broadcast and professional products in Hong Kong and Macau. For more information on Sony’s 

products and services, please visit its web site on www.sony.com.hk. 

                                                           
4
 Shutter speed and ISO sensitive are set automatically. 

http://www.sony.com.hk/
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About make.believe 

“make.believe” (make dot believe) is a Group-wide brand message that unites Sony’s communications 

initiatives across electronics, games, movies, music, mobile phones and network services. 

“make.believe” symbolizes the spirit of Sony – the power of creativity, the ability to turn ideas into 

reality and the belief that anything you can imagine, you can make real.  

 

### 

 

 

 

Released on behalf of Sony Corporation of Hong Kong Limited by Blink Events & PR Consultants. 

For media enquiries, please contact: 

 

Blink Events & PR Consultants 

Hiu Kong Yeung    Frances Fu 

Tel: 3610-6213 / 9244-2456   Tel: 3610-6216 / 9870-1235 

Fax: 3590-5218    Fax: 3590-5218 

Email: hiukong.yeung@blink.com.hk  Email: frances.fu@blink.com.hk 
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Specification Sheet for  Digital Camera SLT-A55V and SLT-A33 

 

Model            SLT-A55V         SLT-A33 

Type 

Type Interchangeable Lens Digital Camera with built-in flash 

Lens Compatibility Sony A-mount lenses. Minolta and Konica Minolta AF lenses. 

Image Sensor 

Type Exmor APS HD CMOS sensor with RGB primary color filters 

Size 23.5x15.6 mm (APS-C Type) 23.4x15.6 mm (APS-C Type) 

Effective Pixels Approx. 16.2 megapixels Approx. 14.2 megapixels 

Total Pixels Approx. 16.7 megapixels Approx. 14.6 megapixels 

Anti-Dust Function Charge protection coating on Low-Pass Filter and Image Sensor-Shift 

mechanism 

Recording System (still image) 

Recording format JPEG (DCF v.2.0, Exif v.2.3, MPF Baseline) compliant, DPOF compatible, 

RAW (Sony ARW 2.2 format), RAW & JPEG 

Image size (pixels) Aspect Ratio：3:2 

L：4,912 x 3,264 (16M) 

M：3,568 x 2,368 (8.4M) 

S：2,448 x 1,624 (4M) 

 

Aspect Ratio：16:9 

L：4,912 x 2,760 (14M) 

M：3,568 x 2,000 (7.1M) 

S：2,448 x 1,376 (3.4M) 

 

Aspect Ratio： 

Sweep Panorama 

Wide：Horizontal: 12,416 x 1,856 

(23M), 

Vertical: 2,160 x 5,536 (12M) 

Standard：Horizontal: 8,192 x 

1,856 (15M), 

Vertical: 2,160 x 3,872 (8.4M) 

 

Aspect Ratio：3D Sweep Panorama 

Wide：7,152 x 1,080 (7.7 M) 

Standard：4,912 x 1,080 

(5.3 M) 

16:9：1,920 x 1,080 (2.1 M) 

Aspect Ratio：3:2 

L：4,592 x 3,056 (14M) 

M：3,344 x 2,224 (7.4M) 

S：2,288 x 1,520 (3.5M) 

 

Aspect Ratio：16:9 

L：4,592 x 2,576 (12M) 

M：3,344 x 1,872 (6.3M) 

S：2,288 x 1,280 (2.9M) 

 

Aspect Ratio： 

Sweep Panorama 

Wide：Horizontal: 12,416 x 1,856 

(23M), 

Vertical: 2,160 x 5,536 (12M) 

Standard：Horizontal: 8,192 x 

1,856 (15M), 

Vertical: 2,160 x 3,872 (8.4M) 

 

Aspect Ratio：3D Sweep Panorama 

Wide：7,152 x 1,080 (7.7 M) 

Standard：4,912 x 1,080 (5.3 M) 

16:9：1,920 x 1,080 (2.1 M) 

Image quality modes RAW, RAW & JPEG, JPEG Fine, JPEG Standard 

Other features Creative style: Standard, Vivid, Portrait, Landscape, Sunset, B/W  

(Contrast, Saturation, Sharpness adjustable in +/-3 steps)  

Dynamic Range functions: Off, D-Range Optimizer (Auto, Lv 1-5), Auto 

HDR (Auto Exposure Diff., Adjustable Exposure Diff.: up to 6EV between 

1 - 6EV in 1 EV steps) 
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Color space sRGB, Adobe RGB 

Recording system (movie) 

Recording format AVCHD/MP4 

Image size (pixels) 

 

[1080 50i-compatible / PAL]* 

AVCHD: 1920 x 1080 (50i recording, 25 fps image sensor output/ Average 

bit rate 17 Mbps), MP4: 1440 x1080 (25 fps / Average bit rate 12 Mbps), 

640 x 480 (25 fps / Average bit rate 3 Mbps) 

Media 

Media Memory Stick PRO
TM 

Duo / Memory Stick PRO-HG
TM

 Duo / SD memory 

card / SDHC memory card / SDXC memory card 

Noise reduction 

Noise reduction Long exposure NR: On/Off selectable, available of shutter speeds longer 

than 1 sec.  

High ISO NR: Auto/Weak selectable 

White Balance 

White Balance modes Auto, Daylight, Shade, Cloudy, Incandescent, Fluorescent, Flash, C. 

temp./Filter (2500- 9900k with 19-step Magenta/Green compensation) 

Focus System 

Type TTL phase detection system 

Sensor CCD line sensors 

Focus Point 15 points (3 point cross type) 

Sensitivity Range -1 EV to +18 EV (at ISO 100 equivalent) 

Focus modes AF/MF selectable.  

AF modes: Single-shot AF, Automatic AF, Continuous AF 

Focus area Wide, Spot, Local (15 local areas selectable) 

Other features Predictive control, Focus lock, AF illuminator  

(Built-in flash, Range: approx. 1-5m) 

Exposure Control 

Metering Sensor 1200-zone evaluative metering 

Metering 

Range 

-2 EV to +17 EV (at ISO 100 conversion with F1.4 lens) 

Modes Multi-segment, Center-weighted, Spot 

Exposure Modes AUTO, AUTO Advanced (AUTO+), Programmed AE (P), Aperture 

priority (A), Shutter-speed priority (S), Manual (M), Sweep Panorama 

(2D/3D), Continuous Advance Priority AE 

Scene 

Selection 

Portrait, Landscape, Macro, Sports action, Sunset, Night portrait, Night 

view, Hand-held Twilight 

Exposure 

Compens- 

ation 

±2EV (in 0.3EV steps) 

Bracketing 3 continuous exposures, in 0.3/0.7EV steps 

AE Lock Available with AE lock button.  AE is also locked when focus is locked in 

multi-segment metering mode. 

ISO Sensitivity AUTO (ISO100-1600), ISO100 to 12800 selectable (in 1ＥＶ steps, 

Recommended Exposure Index), Multi Frame NR (extendable up to 

ISO25600) 

Viewfinder 

Type 1.2 cm (0.46type) Electronic viewfinder (color),  Xtra Fine 
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Total no. of dots 1,440,000 dots equivalent  

Effective no. of dots 1,152,000 dots equivalent 

Brightness control Auto / Manual (3 steps between -1 and +1) 

Field coverage 100% 

Magnification 1.10x (with 50mm lens at infinity, -1m
-1

 ) 

Diopter Adjustment -4.0 to +4.0 m
-1

 

Eye Relief Approx. 19mm from the eyepiece lens, 18mm from the eyepiece frame 

(CIPA standard) 

Display Histogram display, real-time image adjustment display (reflects exposure 

compensation, white balance, creative style), Grid display, Digital Level 

Gauge, Grid Line, Magnified display for playback 

LCD monitor 

Type 7.5cm (3.0-type) wide type TFT, Xtra Fine LCD with TruBlack technology 

Total no. of dots 921,600 dots 

Brightness control Auto / Manual (5 steps between -2 and +2) / Sunny Weather 

Field coverage 100% 

Adjustment angle 180 degrees from the camera back, rotate leftward 270 degrees from the 

position in which the LCD monitor is facing forward. 

Display Histogram display, real-time image adjustment display (reflects exposure 

compensation, white balance, creative style), Grid display, Digital Level 

Gauge, Grid Line, Magnified display for playback 

Other features 

Other features Face detection (up to 8 faces detectable automatically), Smile shutter 

(selectable from 3 steps), Help guide 

Shutter 

Type Electronically-controlled, vertical-traverse, focal-plane type 

Shutter speeds 1/4000 – 30 sec.，Bulb 

Flash sync. speed 1/160 sec. 

Drive Modes 

Drive modes Single-shot, Continuous shooting (Hi/Lo selectable), Self-timer (10/2 sec 

delay selectable), Remote commander*   

*Separately sold remote commander RMT-DSLR1 is necessary 

Continuous shooting 

(approx.) 

Continuous Advance Priority AE: 

max 10 fps 

Continuous mode: max. 6 fps  

*varies according to shooting 

conditions and memory card used 

Continuous Advance Priority AE: 

max 7 fps 

Continuous mode: max. 6 fps  

*varies according to shooting 

conditions and memory card used 

No. of frame 

recordable* (approx.) 

Fine: 35, Standard: 39, RAW: 20, 

RAW & JPEG: 20  

*varies according to shooting 

conditions and memory card used  

*Continuous Advance (Hi) in Drive 

Mode 

Fine: 16, Standard: 20, RAW: 7, 

RAW & JPEG: 7  

*varies according to shooting 

conditions and memory card used  

*Continuous Advance (Hi) in Drive 

Mode 

Flash 

Type Built-in, Pop-up Auto 

Guide No. 10 (in meters at ISO 100) 

Flash coverage 18mm (focal-length printed on the lens body) 

Control ADI, Pre-flash TTL 
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Flash compensation ± 2.0 EV in 0.3 EV steps 

Flash Bracketing 3 exposures in 0.3/0.7 EV steps 

Flash modes Flash off, Autoflash, Fill-flash, Slow Sync., Rear Sync.    

Red-eye reduction on/off selectable for Autoflash and fill-flash mode, Hi-

speed sync. 

Recycling time Approx.  4 sec. 

Playback 

Playback Single (with or without shooting 

information, RGB histogram & 

highlight/shadow warning), 6/12-

frame index view, Enlarged display 

mode (L: 11.8x, M: 8.8x, S: 6x), 

Image orientation (On/Off 

selectable), Slideshow, Panorama 

scrolling, Auto Review (10/5/2 sec 

Off selectable), Folder selectable 

(still image), slow-forward 

(movie), fast-forward/fast-rewind 

(movie) 

Single (with or without shooting 

information, RGB histogram & 

highlight/shadow warning), 6/12-

frame index view, Enlarged display 

mode (L: 11.8x, M: 8x, S: 5.5x), 

Image orientation (On/Off 

selectable), Slideshow, Panorama 

scrolling, Auto Review (10/5/2 sec 

Off selectable), Folder selectable 

(still image), slow-forward (movie), 

fast-forward/fast-rewind (movie) 

Output and Compatible OS 

HD output HDMI mini connector (Type-C), BRAVIA Sync (link menu), 

 PhotoTV HD 

Compatible OS (USB 

connection) 

Windows XP*SP3,Windows Vista** SP2,Windows 7 

Mac OS X(v10.3-ｖ10.6)  

*64-bit and Starter Editions are not supported. 

**Starter Edition is not supported. 

Audio 

Microphone Built-in stereo microphone or ECM-ALST1 / ECM-CG50  

(sold separately) 

Speaker Built-in, monaural, Volume settings in 8 steps between 0 and 7 

Print 

Compatible standards Exif Print、Print Image Matching III, DPOF setting 

Power 

Battery One rechargeable battery pack NP-FW50 

Battery performance Approx. 330 images with 

viewfinder, approx. 380 images 

with LCD monitor (CIPA standard) 

Approx. 270 images with viewfinder, 

approx. 340 images with LCD 

monitor (CIPA standard) 

External power Battery charger BC-VW1 (supplied), AC Adaptor AC-PW20 

(sold separately) 

Others 

Weight  Approx. 500g (With battery and 

Memory Stick PRO Duo included) 

Approx. 441g(Body only) 

Approx. 492g(With battery and 

Memory Stick PRO Duo included) 

Approx. 433g(Body only) 

Dimensions  

(W x H x D) 

approx. 124.4(W) x 92(H) x 84.7 (D)mm  

approx. 4-7/8(W)×3-5/8 (H) ×3-1/3(D) inches 

Operating temperature 32 - 104 degrees F (0 - 40 degrees C) 

Other Features Built-in GPS Function － 

 


