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Press Release 

 

Sony Creates an Immersive Musical Experience with New MDR-1 Headphones 

Top-notch sound quality, optimal ergonomic fit, and beautiful design are testament to Sony’s 

long-time accomplishments in audio technology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hong Kong, October 4, 2012 – Sony today announced the launch of the brand new MDR-1 

headphones range, with superb music reproduction, the latest in cutting-edge design, and an 

optimally ergonomic fit for a comfortable listening experience, music lovers will now have more 

reason to rejoice with the introduction of the new headphones range by Sony. 

 

The three models from this range – the MDR-1R, the noise-cancelling MDR-1RNC, as well as 

the wireless MDR-1RBT, embody Sony‟s 50 years of design innovation and a unique partnership 

with Sony Music Entertainment. The headphones have been created with leading music industry 

figures, whose knowledge of current trends has directly influenced the design of the MDR-1. In a 

unique collaboration, various Sony Music artists from different music genres worked along with 

renowned engineers to realise the resulting sound of the MDR-1.  

 

During these sessions, collaborating artists and engineers identified the critical 30-40Hz sub-bass 

region that‟s a signature of today‟s music styles. This insight led to an enhanced Beat Response 

Control design. Air vents at the back of each driver unit have been enlarged for improved airflow 
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with low-end sounds. This larger vent allows freer diaphragm movement particularly in the bass 

frequency area. This permits a quicker, more „rhythmic‟ low frequency response with improved 

transient characteristics – a must for bass-hungry music lovers everywhere.  

 

Top-notch sound quality  

The MDR-1 range reproduces vocals clearly in a natural fashion, achieving musical balance 

between all instruments and an advanced capability to reproduce powerful low bass sounds. Its 

unique liquid crystal polymer film diaphragm provides the rigidity and internal loss for balanced 

and highly accurate mid-high range sounds, with special air vents on the MDR-1‟s housings 

allowing for better control of airflow resistance in the low-ranges. 

 

In addition, the specially-engineered High Definition driver units in the MDR-1R and the MDR-

1RBT in analogue connection can provide ultra wideband (4 Hz – 80 kHz) audio performance; 

while improved bass with quicker response and better transient characteristics is also achieved 

through an optimised diaphragm movement and a highly air-tight housing, providing quick 

response powerful lows and extended ultra-highs. 

 

As today‟s recording technology increasingly get digitalised through a computerised content 

production process, powerful bass sounds used less previously are becoming more prevalent. 

Sony has implemented numerous different technologies to ensure the MDR-1 range is capable of 

expressing both the massive energy of the low ranges, as well as the accuracy of their rhythm – 

allowing for Sony to deliver a level of sound quality consistent with the original intentions of the 

content‟s creators, through the unique creative partnership with Sony Music Entertainment. 

 

An optimum fit 

A new enfolding structure reduces the width of structural parts supporting the ear pads to a third 

of conventional Sony headphones, allowing the ear pads to tilt inward when a user wears the 

MDR-1. This allows for structural softness, which in addition to the pressure-relieving cushions, 

results in an unprecedented comfy fit. 

 

The unique inward axis structure also brings the rotation center of the housing as close as 

possible to the contact surface between the ear pad and the ear, increasing stability of the 

headphones when worn. A tangle-free serrated cord, and silent joints featuring silicon rings 

minimising mechanical rattling also help provide maximum listening comfort, and an immersive 

music experience. 
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Noise-cancellation excellence, complete freedom of movement 

The MDR-1RNC features digital Dual Noise Sensor technology, allowing for a 99.7% noise 

reduction through the use of noise sensors both inside and outside the housing, as well as two 

sets of digital noise cancelling software engines.  

 

A fully digital and Bluetooth 3.0 compatible headphone, the MDR-1RBT is NFC-enabled, which 

allows for complete freedom of movement. Users can enjoy music easily across a range of NFC-

enabled devices from Sony. Just touch to instantly establish a wireless connection between 

devices, with no need for any Bluetooth or Wi-Fi set-up. 

 

Both models also utilise the S-Master™ fully digital amplifier to improve basic performance, as 

well as the digital equaliser to obtain ideal frequency characteristics. Additionally, the Digital 

Sound Enhancement Engine also offers a natural sound with a spacious feel for restoring high 

frequency sound and compressed audio files.  

 

The headphones MDR-1R will be available from late October, 2012 at the price of HK$1,880. 

The MDR-1RNC and MDR-1RBT will be available from early November, 2012 with the prices 

yet to be announced. 

 

Pre-ordering 

The new MDR-1R headphones series from Sony will be available for pre-ordering from 4 

October, 2012 to 16 October, 2012 at „Sony Festival 2012‟, all Sony Stores, Sony Store online 

(www.sony.com.hk), and Sony tele-sales hotline at (852) 2345-2966. The prices for the MDR-

1R headphones and mobile entertainment player/IC recorder PCM-M10 bundle packages are as 

follows: 
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MDR-1R Headphones and Walkman®  Mobile Entertainment Player NWZ-F800／IC Recorder 

PCM-M10 Packages 

 

Model Package Price Premium A Premium B 

MDR-1R headphones and Walkman®  

mobile entertainment player NWZ-

F800 (8GB)  

- MDR-1R headphones 

- Walkman®  mobile entertainment 

player NWZ-F804 

HK$3,060 

Portable charger 

 CP-ELS/B 

Walkman®  soft case 

CKS-NWF800BM E 

MDR-1R headphones and Walkman®  

mobile entertainment player NWZ-

F800 (16GB) 

- MDR-1R headphones 

- Walkman®  mobile entertainment 

player NWZ-F805 

 

HK$3,360 

MDR-1R headphones and Walkman®  

mobile entertainment player NWZ-

F800 (32GB)  

- MDR-1R headphones 

- Walkman®  mobile entertainment 

player NWZ-F806 

HK$3,660 

MDR-1R headphones and IC 

Recorder PCM-M10  

- MDR-1R headphones 

- IC Recorder PCM-M10 

(Current price: HK$3,280) 

HK$4,128 

 

For customer enquiries, please contact Sony sales and services hotline at (852) 2345-2966. 
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About Hong Kong Marketing Company 

Hong Kong Marketing Company (HKMC), a division of Sony Corporation of Hong Kong 

Limited, provides sales, marketing and after sales services for Sony‟s consumer electronics 

products as well as broadcast and professional products in Hong Kong and Macau. For more 

information on Sony‟s products and services, please visit its web site on www.sony.com.hk. 

 

About make.believe 

“make.believe” (make dot believe) is a Group-wide brand message that unites Sony‟s 

communications initiatives across electronics, games, movies, music, mobile phones and 

network services. “make.believe” symbolizes the spirit of Sony – the power of creativity, the 

ability to turn ideas into reality and the belief that anything you can imagine, you can make real.  

 

### 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sony.com.hk/
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Product specifications of Sony headphones MDR-1R and noise cancelling headphones MDR-1RNC: 

Model MDR-1R MDR-1RNC 

Type Closed, dynamic 

Drive Unit 40 mm, dome type (HD, OFC Voice 

Coil) 

50 mm, dome type 

Power handling capacity 1,500 mW (IEC*) 100 mW 

Impedance 24 Ω at 1 kHz 51 Ω at 1 kHz (when the power is on) 

19 Ω at 1 kHz (when the power is off) 

Sensitivity  105 dB/mW 103 dB/mW (when the power is on) 

100 dB/mW (when the power is off) 

Frequency response 4 Hz – 80,000 Hz 5 Hz – 24,000 Hz 

Total Noise Suppression 

Ratio 
*1

 

--- Approx. 25 dB
* 2

 

Power Source  --- DC 3.7 V Built-in lithium-ion 

rechargeable 

battery or DC 5 V USB 

Headphones charging 

and usage time 

--- Approx. charging hours 

4 hours
*4

 

Approx. usage hours
*3

 

22 hours
*5

 

Mass Approx. 240 g( without cord) Approx. 330 g (without cord) 

Supplied accessories  Inline remote and microphone cord for 

iPod/iPhone/iPad  

(1.2 m cord, using PCOCC,  

Four-conductor gold plated  

L-shaped stereo mini plug) (1)** 

 

Carrying pouch (1) 

Inline remote and microphone cord for 

iPod/iPhone/iPad 

(1.2 m cord, using PCOCC, four-

conductor gold plated Lshaped 

stereo mini plug) (1) 

 

Micro-USB cable (1.5 m) (1) 
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Operating Instructions (1) 

 

Carrying case (1) 

 

Operating Instructions (1) 

Design and specifications are subject to change without notice. 

 

 

* IEC = International Electrotechnical Commission 

** Not compatible with all iPod/iPhone/iPad models. 

 

Remarks 

 

1) Under the Sony measurement standard. 

2) Equivalent to approx. 99.7% reduction of energy of sound compared with not wearing headphones. 

3) At 1 kHz, 0.1mW + 0.1mW output.  

4) Hours required to fully charge an empty battery. 

5) Time stated above may vary, depending on the temperature or conditions of use. 

 

 

Product specifications of Sony headphones MDR-1RBT:  

 

Model MDR-1RBT 

General  

Type Closed, dynamic 

Driver unit 40mm 

Frequency response 4 Hz - 80,000 Hz 

Battery Type Built-in Lithium ion Rechargeable Battery 

Battery Life (continuous music playback time) Approx. 30 Hours 

Battery Life(continuous communication time) Approx. 30 Hours 

Battery Life(waiting Time) Max. 200 Hours 

Battery Charging Time Approx. 6 Hours 

Weight Approx.297g (included rechargeable battery) 

Supplied accessories micro-USB cable (approx. 50 cm) (1), Connecting 

Cord (approx. 1.5 m) (1),  
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Carrying pouch (1), Reference Guide (1) 

Bluetooth Features 

Bluetooth Technology Version3.0 

Power Output Bluetooth power class2 

Effective Range Line of sight approx.30ft (10m) 

Frequency Range 2.4GHz band(2.4000GHz-2.4835GHz) 

Compatible Profiles A2DP, AVRCP, HFP, HSP 

Supported Audio Format (s) SBC , AAC 

Transmission Range 20Hz - 20,000Hz(44.1kHz Sampling) 

Microphone 

Type Electret Condenser 

Directivity Omni-directional 

Effective Range 100Hz - 4,000Hz 

 

 


