
 

Press Release 

 

Sony Electronics Launches Immersive Open Back Monitor Headphones for 

Spatial Sound Creation and Condenser Microphone for Studio Recording 

 
The MDR-MV1 Pairs Accurate Spatial Sound Field Reproduction with the Quality and Comfort 

Desired by Sound Engineers and Creators. New Entry Level C-80 Builds Upon the Legacy of Sony’s 

Professional Microphones to Offer High Quality Sound at an Accessible Price 

 

     MDR-V1          C-80 

 

Hong Kong, 12 April, 2023 – Sony announced the MDR-MV1 Reference Monitor Headphones, 

designed for professional sound engineers and music creators. The headphones combine sound quality 

with long-lasting wear and reliability. Their open back design enables accurate reproduction of a wide 

sound field, making them a suitable option for mixing and mastering immersive spatial sound, such as 

360 Reality Audio, as well as stereo sound with hi-resolution capability. Sony also announced a new 

microphone for home studios, the C-80, a uni-directional condenser microphone ideal for vocal/voice 

recording, instrumental recording, vlogging, webcasting and podcasting. This new product inherits the 

technology of Sony’s revered C-800G and popular C-100 microphones, making high quality sound 

even more accessible. 

 
“With the rise in spatial sound and high quality streaming music services, we are seeing a demand for 

headphones that can adaptably address and enrich all of these immersive needs,” said Andy Munitz, 

Sr. Product Manager, Sony Electronics. “Sony’s deep heritage in audio is on display with the 

introduction of the MDR-MV1, a flexible and stylish new option for home or studio use. The 

headphones prioritise comfort, showcase Sony’s craftsmanship and provide long-term durability while 

offering users the ability to accurately reproduce sounds, as the artist intended them to be heard.” 

https://www.sony.com.hk/en/headphones/products/mdr-mv1
https://www.sony.com.hk/en/microphone/products/c-80


 
MDR-MV1 

"The C-80 takes advantage of Sony's heritage in professional audio, providing users with an affordable 

introductory model that incorporates high-end professional features," said John Studdert, Head of 

Media Solutions, Sony Electronics. "With unrivaled sound quality and thoughtful construction, the C-

80 is a great addition to any audio enthusiast's microphone collection and a perfect complement to 

Sony's full line of professional audio technologies." 

 

 
C-80 

 

MDR-MV1 

 

Sound Characteristics 

The MDR-MV1 offers extended spatial sound reproducibility and accurate sound object positioning 

within a 360-degree space, as well as clear, hi-resolution, nuanced sound with a super-wide frequency 

range and accurate soundstage. The headphones’ uniquely developed driver units provide ultra-

wideband playback (5Hz – 80 kHz) with natural high frequencies. This makes it easier for professionals 

to capture localization, spaciousness and detailed changes in sound processing.  The open back 

structure of the headphones reduces internally reflected sounds and eliminates acoustic resonances 

while accurately reproducing natural, rich spatial information and sounds. These robust features 

support their use in professional mixing and mastering environments while accommodating audio 

engineers’ highest standards. 

 

 

Comfort and Design 

Engineered with comfort in mind, the MDR-MV1 feature breathable earpads and are intentionally 

lightweight, soft and fitted to provide a pleasant wearing experience, even after hours of use. The 

MDR-MV1 includes a high quality replaceable, detachable cable with machined aluminum connectors 

and a stereo mini-jack adapter for ease of use in a professional setting. 

 



“To create great listening experiences for streaming and immersive audio, it’s important for artists and 

studio professionals to have sound equipment tuned for these technologies,” said Mike Piacentini, 

Mastering Engineer, Battery Studio, Sony Music Entertainment. “The MDR-MV1, developed by 

Sony’s Headphone Engineering team in collaboration with Sony’s Music engineers, provides creators 

mixing both in studios and at home with a new reliable reference point for modern sound design needs.” 
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Key Features of  the C-80 

The C-80 inherits the essence of Sony’s revered C-800G and popular C-100 microphones, utilising the 

microphone capsule derived from the C-100 and a two-part metallic anti-vibrational body structure 

used in the C-800G. Its "Noise Elimination Construction" also prevents microphone body acoustic 

vibration, resulting in low noise and clear sound. A dual diaphragm configuration is also present within 

the C-80, suppressing sonic changes with distance (proximity effect) and allowing more stability in 

the vocal recording process. 

 
Sonic Characteristics of the C-80 

Tight and rich mid-range capture in the C-80 provides a vocal sound with a clear core and presence, 

allowing vocals to stand out even when mixed with other instrumental sounds. The C-80 also provides 

a realistic reproduction of the characteristics of an instrument, such as the sound of guitar strings and 

the resonance of the body, and a natural and clear recording is achieved by suppressing boomy low 

frequencies and noise when close to the microphone. 

 

 
C-80 

 

 

 



Price and Availability  

The C-80 will be available from 5 May 2023 at HK$3,990. 

The MDR-MV1 will be available from 24 April 2023 at HK$3,290. 

 

Order Now 

From 12 April 2023 to 4 May 2023, C-80 is available for pre-order at all Sony Stores, Sony Store 

online (www.sony.com.hk/store) and Sony sales hotline at (852) 2833-5129 as well as authorized 

dealers. 

 

From 12 April 2023 to 23 April 2023, MDR-MV1 is available for pre-order at all Sony Stores, Sony 

Store online (www.sony.com.hk/store) and Sony sales hotline at (852) 2833-5129 as well as authorized 

dealers. 

 

For a full list of specs and information of C-80, please click here. 

For a full list of specs and information of MDR- MV1, please click here. 

 

For customer enquiries, please contact Sony hotline service at (852) 2833-5129. 

 

About Hong Kong Marketing Company 

Hong Kong Marketing Company (HKMC), a division of Sony Corporation of Hong Kong Limited, 

provides sales, marketing and after sales services for Sony’s consumer electronics products as well as 

broadcast and professional products in Hong Kong and Macau. For more information    on    Sony’s    

products    and    services, please    visit    our    website    at http://www.sony.com.hk. 
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Public Relations and Brand Communications Section 

Regine Lee / Cora Chui 

Direct line: 9636-8083 / 9631-8329 

Email: pr@sony.com.hk 
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